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By Cindy Johnson

Ambling around Kezar
Lake, traversing the dirt
path up to Muster Field
Farm, driving the winding
road through our small
Sutton villages, there are
heartstrings connecting
our treasured past to the
precious present.

It is hard not to view this
tapestry in the contribu-
tion of Carlton Bradford’s
life. He had a passion for
history; written, painted,
sung — passed down to
those who now are living
into the story. This home-
town boy, after traveling
the world, decided “There’s
no place like home.” And
in the words of Dorothy
Gale on her return from
Oz, “If T ever go looking for
my heart's desire again, I
won't look any further
than my own backyard,;
because if it isn't there, 1
never really lost it to begin
with."

So many of us have a con-
nection to a Carlton Brad-
ford story, archived or
otherwise —often but a
page away from our
awareness as we peram-
bulate ‘round the Lake,
celebrate seasons at the
Farm, look longingly at
the Vernondale Store, or
gather at the South Sut-
ton Meetinghouse. Carl-
ton spent much of his life
loving his small town and
boyhood home by uncov-
ering and reclaiming
these almost-forgotten
people and places in our
history.

A great many of those
stories began with a
friendly knock on the
door, an affable phone call
or a warm and unassum-
ing conversation. Carlton
always looked for ways to
put the stories of our past
“on their feet,” in words,
music and activities that
connected us to our past
and to one another.

Carlton Bradford - Beloved Sutton Historian

Carlton in Old Home Day finery, 2010

Whether introducing the
tradition of square danc-
ing in front of the
Vernondale Store; publish-
ing a road map of a boy’s
journey around Kezar
Lake in the 1930’s; or doz-
ens of other nods to the
past, Carlton loved creat-
ing opportunities to bring
history and community
together.

Continued on Page 5

SHS Celebrates 3rd LCHIP Grant

SHS was awarded its
third Land and Commu-
nity Heritage Investment
Program (LCHIP) grant
award in the past four
years. The Society re-
ceived a $25,000 match-
ing grant, presented at a
State House ceremony in

December, to repair and
restore the historic Dis-
trict No. 9 South Village
School House.

“This matching grant will
go a long way to not only
making Schoolhouse No.
9 a more attractive and
useful place, but it will

really help in making our
little nook of Sutton, NH
a very special place for
our community for years
to come,” said SHS Board
Member and Project Man-
ager Gary Dellert. “We're
all set to start the resto-
ration later this spring.”

Continued on Page 2
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President’s Notes

It is my honor to serve a second
term as President of the Historical
Society. With the completion of the
South Sutton Meetinghouse restora-
tion and the work in progress on the
historic schoolhouse, the SHS Board
of Directors looks for-
ward to putting those
two buildings back in
circulation. In addi-
tion to the Children’s
Christmas Pageant
and Old Home Day,
SHS would like to see
more speakers and
presentations in these
historical places, spon-
sor another Communi-
ty Variety Show and
add events the Town

the Meetinghouse this June.

. Judy Lowe once again at the
of Sutton would like to sys peim

present. We are, of
course, honored to sponsor memori-
al services for Carlton Bradford at

I first met Carlton Bradford when I
was three years old. He had recent-
ly returned from serving in the Na-
vy during WWIIL. He would deliver
mail to the camps on the shores of
Sutton lakes in a school bus and
take me along for the ride.
He let me ride his sister’s
horse, Timmy, down into
the lake. I would square
dance with Carlton at the
street dances in Sutton in
the summer. He arranged
for the gazebo to be moved
from its original location to
Smiley Grove and let me
help by holding nails for
the carpenters working on
the structure. He taught
me how to make sugar-
on-snow at his sugar
shack.

Judy was six or seven years old when this pic-
ture with Carlton was taken at Smiley Grove in
the late 1940s.

ciety and got me on the Board of
Directors where I've served for over
twenty years. He also enticed me to
volunteer at Muster Field Farm
Museum where I served as adminis-
trative assistant for three years and
now volunteer as a docent. Carlton
was my hero, and I will miss him
forever. Judy Lowe

Many years later when my husband
and I returned to Sutton, Carlton
introduced me to the Historical So-

3I"d LCHIP Gl’ant from Page |

The Dist. 9 South Village School-
house in Sutton is a well-preserved
example of a small rural mid-
nineteenth century one-room
schoolhouse. It served the communi-
ty educating children from 1863 -
1954. The wood-frame, one-story
schoolhouse is tucked behind the
iconic South Meetinghouse over-
looking the South Sutton village
green.

Today the building needs significant
restoration and repair. The LCHIP-
funded scope of work includes re-
pair or replacement of deteriorated
features like the roof, sill/supports
foundation, trim boards, clapboard
siding, and perimeter grade/trees,
plus interior walls, ceilings, and
painting. Other repairs include win-
dow restoration and electrical ser-

vice upgrades which will be fi-
nanced by additional grants and
donations.

“We are very grateful that opportu-
nities like LCHIP exist to help our
small volunteer organization
achieve some very big goals,” shared
Gary Dellert. “It’s important to real-
ize that SHS is still on the hook to
provide matching funds toward the
LCHIP grant. We rely on our donors
to help fill this funding gap. Fortu-
nately, the schoolhouse restoration
is the last major project on our list
for the foreseeable future.” SHS
continues to gratefully accept dona-
tions to its Stewardship Fund to
continue its restoration efforts and
match the latest LCHIP grant.

SHS Project Manager Gary Dellert (center)
accepts LCHIP grant from Governor Sununu and
LCHIP Board Chair Ben Wilcox.

Joe Klementovich Photo
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Thank You, Sutton Voters

By Bob Wright

SHS thanks Sutton voters for pass-
ing Town Warrant Article 13 with-
out dissent at the recent annual
town meeting deliberative session.
In previous years, the town operat-
ing budget had included an annual
grant to SHS, but a change in policy
prompted SHS to seek the peti-
tioned warrant article To see if the
town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate $6,000 for the purpose of operat-
ing costs of the Sutton Historical
Society's headquarters, the Cressey
House in South Sutton. (Insurance
for the headquarters is almost
$5,000 a year, heating is approxi-
mately $3,000 per year, and electric-
ity is over $100 a month.)

The article was introduced, and
support was requested for a variety
of reasons, including:

- One group of voters cannot hold
another group hostage; any vote is
for that year only. SHS petitioned
this year and will continue to peti-
tioned for any year support is re-
quested from the town.

- The motion was made and had
support of both the Budget Commit-
tee chair, Robert DeFelice and Se-
lect Board chair Dane Headley

- SHS has raised nearly a quarter of
a million dollars in donations and/or
grants received to cover the costs of
renovation of the Meetinghouse and
now the Schoolhouse. These funds
are unrelated to any town expenses
and have saved the town significant

expense while preserving Sutton
Cornerstones for its citizens.

- The increased valuation of the
buildings is because of improve-
ments paid for by SHS and results
in a greater insured value and cost.

SHS is grateful to the town for
providing some support to keep
historic buildings that are valued by
the community insured and availa-
ble for public use.

The town also passed Article 8 To
see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $20,000 for
the purpose of repairs to the Old
Store Museum. Much credit for this
goes to Jack Noon who both wrote
letters and visited with the BOS to
upgrade the Old Store Museum.

CSAA Preservation Grant

This spring SHS received a Country
School Association of America
(CSAA) Preservation Grant in the
amount of $1,000 to help fund a
portion of the planned upgrade of
electrical services in the South Vil-
lage schoolhouse. The building cur-
rently has a nonfunctional 100-amp
electrical service that was added
around 1930. As part of the school-
house renovation, SHS will upgrade
the electrical service, adding three
outlets and light fixtures with

switches. We are still seeking con-
tributions to finance the remainder
of this task.

CSAA is a national non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to preserving
memories and scholarship of coun-
try schools. Its mission is to pre-
serve schools, research education
and schooling, create or maintain
museums, promote living history
programs, and allow others to expe-
rience schooling as it was many

years ago. Among CSAA goals is to
draw attention to the preservation
efforts of historic one-room country
schools and support them through
small grants and various activities.

CSAA first appeared on our SHS
radar in 2017 when its annual con-
ference was held on the campus of
Colby-Sawyer College in New Lon-
don. Conference participants had an
opportunity to visit to the South
Village Schoolhouse in Sutton dur-
ing their stay. SHS is honored to be
among the recipients of its 2023
Preservation grants.
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Remembering a Special Friend

By Jack Noon

I met Carlton in the late 1980s
when I became a board member of
the Historical Society. We worked
together on Sutton history for many
years, and he became a special
friend. Carlton's New England roots
went back to William Bradford in
1620, thus accounting for his life-
long interest in history. His Sutton
roots came from his grandfather
Bradford, who moved here in hopes
that country fresh air might cure
his tuberculosis, but he died young.
Carlton was born in North Sutton
in 1926 and often spoke about his
idyllic childhood in that small vil-
lage. During World War II he
served in the Navy until 1946,
next went to UNH, then worked
in the Boston area for about 15
years, and returned to this area
in 1966. His boyhood memories
drew him back.

We worked together on Sutton
history along with Larry Ben-
nett after a Harvey family de-
scendant in 1994 donated an

papers to Muster Field Farm.
For several years we met almost “
weekly transcribing, organizing,
and then sending off the papers in
batches for professional preserva-
tion. After Larry's death in 1999
Carlton and I completed that work.
He then urged me to write a
"pamphlet" about the musters at
the farm. The pamphlet became a
book in 2000. I encouraged him in
his own book project about the first
two Harvey generations to live at

We've received many more

tributes and recollections about

Carlton than space permits. We

will share more in future

editions.

the farm. He produced Out of Tin
Boxes in 2001.

Our next joint project came from
Pauline Osterlin, who gave the His-
torical Society papers from her own
Sutton ancestors, many of them
first generation settlers. Thereafter
Carlton shifted into high gear at the
Historical Society while I was put-
ting together a book on Sutton's
Perrystown years, between 1749
and 1784. He enlisted volunteers to
research aspects of early Sutton
history and report about them. The
project faded after a while, but
Carlton had generated a lot of inter-
est in Sutton history. After the Per-
rystown book was in print, he got

o

Special friends enjoy Sutton’s Fourth of
July celebration in 2021

me to write two more volumes of
town history.

Along about 2005 or 2006 a mon-
strous batch of ancient documents
showed up at the town hall. Town
clerks long since dead had folded
and tightly tied together into small
bundles several thousand docu-
ments from as early as the 1770s.
Where they had been hiding decade
after decade is anyone's guess. The
last people to read them were the
ones who had tied the knots. Carl-
ton and I untied them and worked
together for several years until his

eyesight began to fail. Then I
worked alone organizing the docu-
ments by topic and time period into
the safe deposit boxes I'd salvaged
from a bank in Warner when it was
shifting over to a new system. Next,
I displayed 90 of those boxes and
their contents for one day on tables
in the town hall for the selectmen
and anyone else to see what irre-
placeable historical treasures they
were. At 2010 town meeting two
warrant articles were approved: one
setting up a capital reserve fund for
document preservation and another
buying a fireproof safe for storing
each batch of professionally pre-
served documents mounted in al-

bums.

® Carlton kept encouraging me while
= | continued to write historical

books. As his eyesight worsened,
several of his friends read aloud to
him and he had books on tape deliv-

\' ered to his home. One friend
¥ brought him a huge cribbage board,

and he continued to play with a
standard size deck of cards that was
printed with large numbers and
letters that he could readily read if

{ he held them close to his face. We

had to shuffle the cards and peg
points for him, but he continued to
deal, use sharp strategy, and thor-
oughly enjoy the encounters, espe-
cially the close games. I tried to get
up to his house at least once a week
to play cribbage. He always asked
what was happening at the Histori-
cal Society and with my latest book
project.

The last three times I saw Carlton
came just before the successive
snowstorms that knocked out power
and postponed this year’s voting
day and town meeting. The first two
times he was in his chair, awake,
carrying on conversations, and still
mentally alert, but kept his eyes
closed. He complained about how
Continued on Page 5
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Beloved Sutton Historian from page 1

Having been drawn into a number and in concert with dapper George before us. Grateful that it is our

of Carlton Bradford initiatives my- Howe, dashing Carlton Bradford turn to tell and live out the story in
self, the one that has its richest and me. We called ourselves the this precious community of Sutton,
hold on me began with his discovery Harvey Tavern Singers and per- New Hampshire. And most certain-
of a document. It was, Carlton ex- formed several seasons of Carlton’s ly grateful for the life and love of

“discovery” found in our dear friend, Carlton Bradford.
those benches of
that upper ball-
room. And of Carlton will be held on Sunday
course, to archive
the event, Carlton

plained, a compel-
lation of music (and
right then I knew
where he was head-
ed!) found in the
benches of the up-

A service of celebration for

afternoon, June 25th at the

per ballroom of the went on to insist we South Sutton Meetinghouse
Harvey Homestead ecord the CD enti- with a reception to follow .
at Muster Field tled History in

Farm. (He and his
dear friend Jack
Noon had been in-
volved in the exten-
sive sleuthing out
and archiving of

Song!

Yet I believe the

greatest gift Carl-
ton has left us may —
not be in the books, —
i ith hi the archived writ- ——
boxes of old docu- Carlton (..standmg center) with his Harvey . ' .
w Tavern Singers ings, the CD (!) nor ——
ments.) “I have an . o . ==
his prolific paint- —

idea,” Carlton began... ings, but in this spirit of reminding :

Flash forward several months later us that we are indeed all connected. -

to the upper room of the Harvey Connected to our past, to our place

Home with a quintet of musicians, and most importantly to each oth-

fully decked-out in historical cos- er. May we continue to find ways carlton approves progress on the South Sutton
tume, Fred Ogmundson on the pian- to celebrate this blessed backyard, Meetinghouse restoration with SHS board mem-
oforte, Martha Woodward on flute, grateful for those who have gone  bers Bob Wright, Dorothy and Andy Jeffrey

Special Friend from Page 4

tired he was and had lost a lot of silence simply drifted back across
weight. The third time he was the the memorable years we had spent
same, but often had his eyes open. sharing together.

After I'd shoveled out from the mounds  Carlton is gone at age 96 after a

of snow in my dooryard and had well-lived and full life. He leaves
cleared off my roof, I went again to his  behind countless friends, whom I
home to see how he was. Cindy John- hope will not overly grieve his pass-
son, his special friend and singing ing but will simply nod in acknowl-
companion for decades, met me in the edgement at that inevitability fac-
parking lot. Carlton had passed away ing us all. He loved his hometown
an hour earlier. I had difficulty speak- and growing up in a quieter, gentler
ing. She accompanied me inside and era. For future residents and histo-
introduced me to a couple of Carlton's rians, he left behind written ac-

relatives from Massachusetts, who had  counts both of his Sutton boyhood
been with him at the end. They invited  and of a time a century and a half
me to see him. He lay on his back on earlier than that. Carlton Bradford
the bed. I sat in the chair beside him, will long be remembered.

put my hand atop his, and in complete
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Meet the New SHS Board Members

SHS is a nonprofit organization
that exists and operates solely
thanks to the efforts of many gener-
ous volunteers, especially those who
serve on the board of directors. We
are fortunate to have four (almost)
new faces on the board this year.
We are always looking for addition-
al volunteers to join the board or
help with SHS projects and events.

Dan Rahilly has lived in Sutton for
less than a year, but has owned the
yellow house next to the (sadly
shuttered) Vernondale store in
North Sutton since 2005. A former
truck driver with the Coca Cola
company, Dan has chosen to retire
in his circa 1809 North Sutton
home, the second house built in the
village according to Dan’s research.
Dan is a history buff with a love for
historical nonfiction, committed to
retaining the quaint and charming
appeal of our Sutton community.

Jackie Winn is also one of Sutton’s
newest residents and Dan’s neigh-

bor in the village of North Sutton.
Jackie and her husband Bob Fried-
lander bought the sweet little yel-
low Victorian at the foot of Davis
Court eighteen months ago. Since
purchasing the home, Jackie and
Bob have been delighted to learn
that so many people have memories
of the house as a place they played,
or where an aunt lived. Jackie has
enjoyed the wonderful spirit of
preservation in Sutton, not just of
buildings, but of memories and hu-
man connections and believes that
being part of the Historical Society
allows her to feel part of those Sut-
ton connections.

Diane Lander and her partner
Susan originally bought land on
Barker Road in Sutton in 2005. In
2015 they built a home on their
property and relocated to Sutton
where they are now enjoying their
retirement years. Diane is grateful
that retirement has given her more
time to volunteer in her new com-
munity, particularly with SHS. She

takes pleasure in the

beauty and people of Sut-
ton, as well as its rich, interesting
history and many opportunities for
community involvement.

Jody Wells may be a “new” board
member, but he is hardly a new face
in Sutton or with SHS. A lifelong
Sutton resident, Jody has served on
the SHS board, including as its Past
President, for many of the past
twenty years. Jody believes his fa-
ther George got him involved with
the Historical Society when it was
first founded, so that places his in-
volvement spanning closer to thirty-
eight years, not twenty! According
to Jody, SHS and Sutton history are
part of his DNA with his roots to
great grandfather George Wells who
operated the general store and post
office in the village of South Sutton
as early as 1880. Jody’s aunt Helen
established a museum in the build-
ing long after it ceased to be used as
a store and deeded the building to
the Town of Sutton as the Old Store
Museum upon her death in 1965.

Scholarship Deadline Approaches

It’s time once again for graduating
high school seniors to submit your
application for the 2023 SHS Bar-
rows and Jane B. Pratt Scholarship.
The deadline for Suttoners who
meet the eligibility requirements to
apply is May 1.

Students eligible to apply are:
e A resident of Sutton,

o  Whose parents/guardians are
current members in good stand-
ing of the Historical Society for
the past two consecutive years,

e A high school senior (regardless
of where you attend school) who
has been accepted to a higher-
level educational institution/
program.

Applications may be emailed as an
attachment by the May 1 deadline
to suttonnhhistory@gmail.com or to

Karla Salathe, Scholarship Chair at

ksalathe@kearsarge.org. Applica-
tions must include:

e An essay (in Word document
format) of at least 800 words
about how living in Sutton has
shaped your life and contribut-
ed to future plans and goals.

e  Your current GPA and any ex-
tra-curricular and/or communi-
ty service activities you are or
have been involved in.

e A current photo in JPG format.

e The name and location of the

institution you will be attending

in the fall.

The scholarship fund was generous-
ly established by Jane and Fritz
Pratt, first known as the Martha W.
and Fred H. Barrows, Jr. Scholar-
ship in memory of Jane’s parents.
Upon Jane’s death in 2008, the
award was renamed the Barrows
and Jane B. Pratt Scholarship to
honor Jane. Fritz, who passed in
late 2019, insisted that all eligible
students receive the scholarship.
Some years there are multiple re-
cipients, other years there are none.

- e
B ol
SHS NEEDS YOU! It takes a village to

maintain many villages! SHS operates

only because people like you become

involved. Contact us today at

suttonnhhistorv@gmail.com
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It’s a Wrap! Meetinghouse Restoration Complete

This past fall, SHS finished the
complete exterior renovation of the
iconic South Sutton Meetinghouse.
We would like to thank our many
donors and volunteers from the lo-
cal community and afar that helped
make this project
possible. SHS suc-
cessfully raised
well over $100,000 §
toward the meet-
inghouse restora-
tion since 2019 in
addition to secur-
ing generous
grants from New ’
Hampshire’s Land &
and Community
Heritage Invest-
ment Program
(LCHIP) program
and the 1772 Foundation/New
Hampshire Preservation Alliance.

The restoration project was several
years in the making. SHS received
its first LCHIP matching grant in

Newly restored meetinghouse in winter glow

2019 to help restore the three-
stage meetinghouse tower, fol-
lowed by a second LCHIP grant
in 2021 to complete the meet-
inghouse restoration. Delayed
by the pandemic, the first
phase was
completed in
the fall of
2021. The full
restoration of
§ the meeting-
house exterior
was completed
a year later,
p last fall.

. Now restored,
the meeting-

=7 &

hou.se 18 LCHIP Historic Resource Specialist, George Born, pre-
available sents commemorative plaque to SHS Clerk Dorothy
seasonally  Jeffrey recognizing completion of the project

for memorial services, wed-

dings, private gatherings and or-
ganizational programs and perfor-
mances. SHS will sponsor several
events and gatherings this year. If

you are interested in using the
meetinghouse for an event or ser-
vice, please contact us.

Your Support Matters

As our mission states, SHS is the
proud steward of the three proper-
ties owned by the Society — South
Sutton Meetinghouse, Dist. 9 South
Village Schoolhouse, and Azariah
Cressey House. It is unusual for a
historical society to own buildings.
Usually, such properties in New
Hampshire are owned by towns or
other associations and the local his-
torical societies are responsible for
the operation of the facilities, acting
as agents for the town. This unusu-
al arrangement creates unique chal-
lenges for an organization that re-
lies solely on the donations of gener-
ous individuals and the efforts of
unpaid volunteers.

LCHIP grant recipients are re-
quired to match each dollar contrib-

uted by LCHIP
with a minimum
of one additional
dollar, and to
complete the
funded projects
according to the
program’s rigor-
ous standards.
SHS once again
faces a challenge
to raise another
significant
amount to match
our latest
LCHIP grant
and complete the schoolhouse reno-
vation. The Society is turning to the
community to help realize its goals.
Please donate today and also sup-

SAVE THE DATE

SUPPORT US AND GIVE ON JUNE 6-7"™

NHGIVES.ORG #NHGIVES

port SHS during the NH Gives online

campaign June 6 - 7th. It takes a vil-
lage and we can’t do it without your

generous support. Thank you.
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SUTTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Post Office Box 457
South Sutton, New Hampshire 03273

Please support the SHS Stewardship
Fund and restore our Schoolhouse

We invite you to join the Sutton Historical Society or renew your membership. Please mail the
form below with your dues and/or additional contribution to the Stewardship Fund. Be sure to
include your email address. We welcome volunteers to help SHS preserve our Sutton heritage

and contribute to ongoing projects. Volunteers are needed for the Schoolhouse restoration efforts
and much more.

SHS 2023 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name

ANNUAL DUES
el O Single Member $15
Address O Family Membership $25
O Lifetime Individual $250
Phone [ Lifetime Couple $400
Please select: O New Member L1 Renewal [ Corporate Sponsor $100
[0 Additional Contribution $

O Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

Volunteers are needed to help restore the schoolhouse, bake for

Mail this form with your check to:
fundraising events, catalog historical records and much more.

SHS PO Box 457 South Sutton, NH 03273

Sutton Historical Society is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions are tax
deductible. Membership includes a subscription to Now and Then, the newsletter of the Sutton
Historical Society. Members are eligible for the Barrows and Jane B. Pratt Memorial Scholarship.

Thank you for your support!




