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By Jackie Winn 

The Sutton Historical Soci-

ety is proud to award four 

$2,500 scholarships to 

members of the Kearsarge 

Regional High School 

Class of 2025: Kira 

Gauntt, Sophia Lick, Sam-

uel Morrill, and Calvin 

Smith. These scholarships, 

drawn from the Society’s 

Scholarship Fund, cele-

brate each student’s con-

nection to Sutton 

and support their 

next steps—

whether in college, 

vocational train-

ing, or another 

educational path. 

 

Applicants submit-

ted essays reflect-

ing on what Sutton 

has meant to 

them—continuing 

a cherished tradi-

tion that connects 

young people to 

their hometown’s 

history. The Socie-

ty’s Board ad-

mires the diverse 

accomplishments and fu-

ture aspirations of these 

students and is proud to 

send them into the world 

with a meaningful gift 

from their community. 

 

The scholarship fund was 

originally established 

through the generosity of 

the Pratt family and Carl-

ton Bradford. The schol-

arship was first known as 

the Martha W. and Fred 

H. Barrows, Jr. Scholar-

ship in memory of Jane 

Pratt’s parents. Following 

Jane’s passing in 2008, 

the award was renamed 

the Barrows and Jane B. 

Pratt Scholarship. Fritz, 

who passed in 2019, was a 

steadfast supporter of Sut-

ton’s youth and firmly be-

lieved that all eligible stu-

dents should receive the 

award. In keeping 

with that spirit, some 

years see multiple re-

cipients; others may 

see none. 

 
In 2024, the Society 

revised the scholarship 

criteria to encourage 

wider participation. 

Key updates include: 

 

• No prior member-

ship required—

families now join the 

Society after a schol-

arship is awarded 

SHS Awards Four Scholarships 

Summer 2025 

2025 SHS Scholarship Recipients: (L to R) Samuel 
Morrill, Kira Gauntt, Calvin Smith and Sophia Lick. 

A Fond Farewell to Bruno and Marilou 
This summer, the Sutton 

Historical Society will bid 

a loving—and very reluc-

tant—farewell to Bruno 

and Marilou Steblai as 

they relocate to Florida. 

For nearly a decade, Bru-

no and Marilou have been 

the kind of volunteers 

every organization 

dreams of: versatile, ener-

getic, cheerful, meticu-

lous, and endlessly relia-

ble. They have lovingly 

restored and monitored 

the Azariah Cressey 

House—our headquar-

ters—through tough win-

ters and soggy springs, 

tended its gardens and 

grounds with care, and 

played a key role in or-

ganizing and running 

countless events and 

fundraisers. 

Tents, ice, napkins, trash 

cans, setup, cleanup, 

phone calls, lists of bak-

ers, tables hauled onto 

trucks—a thousand small 

tasks carried out with 

quiet commitment and a 

generous spirit. These 
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Much has happened since our an-

nual meeting last October, and on 

behalf of your SHS Board, I wish 

to share these updates: 

The Board approved four scholar-

ships, each in the amount of 

$2,500, awarded to Kira Gauntt, 

Sophia Lick, Samuel Morrill and 

Calvin Smith. Excerpts from their 

essays are included in this news-

letter. 

Claudia Robinson assembled and 

presented vignettes about Sutton 

to welcome new town residents. 

On November 20, 2024, Richard 

Thibodeau—brother-in-law of the 

late Carlton Bradford—delivered 

Carlton’s bequest of $286,792.12 

to SHS, to be used for general pur-

poses. As Richard said, there were 

“no strings attached.” Both Rich-

ard and his wife, Holly, expressed 

their joy in fulfilling Carlton’s 

wishes and attending this quiet 

celebration of his remarkable gen-

erosity. The funds are now held in 

a Schwab account for future use. 

Renovation and painting of SHS 

properties were led by Gary Del-

lert in partnership with the firm 

Wardell and Harper. Further 

analysis is underway regarding 

the schoolhouse bathroom, which 

will require water (possibly an 

artesian well) and ADA access. A 

preliminary estimate is $70,000; 

full specifications are pending. 

At Town Meeting, SHS’s peti-

tioned Warrant Article for $6,000 

to cover SHS insurance expenses 

passed 60 to 19. This request re-

flects the transfer of ownership of 

the South Sutton Meeting House 

and the one-room Schoolhouse 

from the town to SHS, as the town 

could no longer support their up-

keep. This petition must be sub-

mitted annually. 

With renovations complete, SHS is 

working to reopen the Meeting 

House and Schoolhouse for public 

gatherings: weddings, funerals, 

holiday services, pageants, skits, 

lectures, songfests, and more. 

SHS continues to partner with the 

town to upgrade and maintain the 

Old Store Museum (built in 1881). 

While the town owns the building, 

SHS is responsible for the tools, 

relics, and artifacts it holds. Some 

temperature-sensitive documents 

will be relocated to the Cressy 

House. Mark Hewitt has gener-

ously agreed to serve as liaison 

between SHS and the town. 

Claudia Robinson and Chris St. 

Cyr are working to upgrade the 

SHS website and Facebook page, 

part of a broader effort to stay con-

nected with members and increase 

outreach. 

As President, my role is to direct 

traffic and maintain focus. It’s our 

dedicated board members who 

truly get things done. I’m grateful 

for their wisdom and energy: 

Jody Wells (VP), Jackie Winn 

(Clerk), Bob O’Neil (Treasurer), 

Dan Rahilly, David Caterino, 

Mark Hewitt, Claudia Robinson, 

Chris St. Cyr, and other key mem-

bers: Jack Noon, Don Davis (PP), 

and Chip Chesley. 

To borrow a quote that fits this 

board perfectly: 

 

“Some see things as they are and 

ask why. Others see things as 

they are not and ask why not.” 

That balance is vital to any organ-

ization—and we’re lucky to have 

both. 

Robert W. Wright Jr. 

President’s Notes 

Bob Wright reads the Governor’s Proc-
lamation at Wadleigh State Park 
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contributions add up to 

a truly remarkable lega-

cy of service and com-

munity devotion. 

Reflecting on their 

move, the couple shared, 

“We are sad to be leav-

ing a community we 

have loved from the day 

we moved to Sut-

ton.  We met so many 

wonderful friends 

through the Sutton His-

torical Society and Sut-

ton Homesteaders.  Bru-

no and I have enjoyed 

taking care of Cressey 

and being a part of the 

fund raising and community 

activities.  It gave us a true 

sense of belonging to a wonder-

ful way of life. We will be back 

often to see friends and family, 

and wish everyone in Sutton 

continued simplicity of life, joy, 

and good health.”  

On behalf of the entire Society, 

we want to express our heartfelt 

Scholarships (from Page 1) 

Fond Farewell (from Page 1) 

(minimum two-year member-

ship). 

 

• Eligibility expanded to 

include college, technical, 

vocational, and appren-

ticeship programs. 

• Each award is now 

$2,500, with up to three 

scholarships granted per 

year going forward. 

• Applicants must reside in 

Sutton and submit a per-

sonal essay. 

 

The Society is grateful to contin-

ue this tradition and honored to 

invest in the next generation. 
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SHS dedicated the front parlor 
at Cressey House to Marilou and 
Bruno 

Rob O’Neil and Bob Wright con-
gratulate scholarship recipient 
Calvin Smith 

Upcoming 

Events 

thanks. The Azariah Cres-

sey House is a community 

treasure—and thanks in 

no small part to Bruno and 

Marilou, it has remained a 

beautiful and welcoming 

place, inside and out. 



 

 

By Jackie Winn 

When it comes to home ownership, 

I’m a nervous Nellie. I worry about 

the well pump, septic tank, tree 

limbs, and drainage. I startle when 

the refrigerator motor kicks on, and 

when I spot a nail pop, I wonder if 

the wall is collapsing. We bought 

our delightful old house in North 

Sutton during the pandemic, and it 

was so charming I brushed aside 

my anxiety about the slanting floors 

and steep, cramped staircase. Rich 

history! I told myself as I took in 

the stone-and-dirt cellar hole—and 

the iron-ringed hatch in the living 

room floor leading to it. When the 

plumber looked down there and qui-

etly said, “Whoa,” I figured he was 

just young. 

As we made improvements, we grew 

attached to the house’s original fea-

tures. It’s comforting to think part 

of the foundation dates back to the 

early 19th century—or earlier. Just 

imagining how many winters and 

mud seasons it has withstood, and 

the labor it took to place those enor-

mous stones, gives me pause. Most 

of the exposed timbers still have 

bark on them. That same plumber’s 

drill stalled on the medieval-looking 

subfloor in the bathroom. In the ell, 

there’s a thick exterior door with 

long, hand-forged hinge straps and 

a huge antique lock—still holding a 

broken skeleton key. 

The door was painted blue when we 

moved in. It didn’t match anything, 

so I repainted it. While doing so, I 

noticed some faint etchings under 

the paint: a circle, and within it, six 

sets of arcs. Was it a hex sign? A 

religious symbol? A 1950s doodle? 

I took photos and showed them to 

locals, a carpenter or two, and an 

architect—no one recognized it. 

Some digging revealed it was a hex-

foil. Hex signs are mostly linked to 

Pennsylvania and rarely seen in 

New England structures. But in 

England, carved hexfoils—

sometimes in complex multiples—

appear in old homes, especially on 

doors and entry points. Folklore 

speculates they were carved to ward 

off danger. In New England, hexfoil 

variants appear on early grave-

stones, possibly as protective sym-

bols. The ell of our house dates to 

1850—late for that kind of prac-

tice—but perhaps the door was old-

er. 

Feeling guilty for painting over 

something historic, I kept research-

ing. I discovered another possibil-

ity—one I prefer. The mark may be 

a carpenter’s daisy wheel, a centu-

ries-old geometry tool used to lay 

out building proportions. Architect 

Jane Griswold Radocchia explains 

on her excellent website that daisy 

wheels date back to Vitruvius in the 

first century BCE. In simple vernac-

ular homes, the circle’s diameter 

became the module for measure-

ments and angles. She writes: 

"A building needs to be stable, 

whatever materials it is made from, 

whatever form it takes. For simple 

vernacular housing the circle was 

the practical geometry needed to 

erect a stable, sturdy dwelling." 

Considering all this, the daisy 

wheel explanation makes more 

sense. The National Park Service’s 

images of colonial New England 

“witch marks” look quite different 

from ours. Whether scribed for pro-

tection or proportion, the mark feels 

like a comforting touchstone. I even 

asked a painter how to remove the 

new paint to better reveal the etch-

ing—and when he finished the 

room, he had kindly done it for us. 

In Robert Frost’s poem The Tuft of 

Flowers, the speaker notices a fel-

low worker has left a small clump of 

flowers uncut. Moved, he leaves 

them standing too: 

“Men work together,” I told him 

from the heart, / “Whether they 

work together or apart.” 

Whoever marked our daisy wheel, 

that’s what it feels like. 

The Daisy Wheel 
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Faintly etched into an old ell door, this 
daisy wheel was revealed during re-
painting. Was it a builder’s measuring 
tool—or something more mystical?  

Jackie Winn and Bob Friedlander own 
and love the “John Andrew House” in 
North Sutton. 
 

Want to Learn More About Daisy 
Wheels? 

 
Daisy wheels have been used by 
builders for centuries to create 
balanced, stable structures—

sometimes also believed to offer 
protection. For an in-depth look at 

their geometry, history, and 
symbolism, visit: 

 jgrarchitect.com – Daisy Wheel 
Archives  



 

 

By Jack Noon 

 

On the first day of September 

in 1891 about a thousand 

people from Sutton and sur-

rounding towns gathered in 

South Sutton for the dedica-

tion of the Civil War monu-

ment. It had been a gift to the 

town from George Pillsbury, 

who had been born and had 

grown up in the second house 

between today's post office 

and the statue. He had left 

Sutton as a young man and in later 

years had been mayor of both Con-

cord and Minneapolis. A younger 

brother John, who gave Sutton its 

town hall in 1892, had also moved 

away and had served as governor of 

Minnesota for three terms. At the 

1891 dedication after a series of 

long-winded speeches from others, 

George gave perhaps  the best 

speech ever delivered in Sutton. 

Some excerpts follow. 

"I stand today within sight of the 

place where  seventy-five  years  ago  

I  was born there is no spot more 

familiar to my eyes or more sacred 

to my heart than this little village 

of South Sutton.... My mind reverts 

to my school-boy days, when the 

boys and girls of the families of the 

Savorys, the Blakes, the Carletons, 

the Thissels, the Dodges, the Pea-

slees, the Robeys, the Dressers, the 

Littlehales, the Champlins, the Put-

neys, the Philbrooks,  and others to 

the number  of about one hundred, 

went to the old schoolhouse which 

stood on the same spot as the one 

yonder. 

"And there, too, attended in that 

same schoolhouse yonder Margaret 

S. Carleton, who afterwards became 

my life's partner, and with whom I 

recently celebrated the  golden an-

niversary of our wedding and today 

she joins me in this gift to the town 

of our youth... . 

"... I present this monument to the 

citizens of this town and those who 

shall come after us. Many of us 

have passed the summit of life and 

are going down the declivity on the 

other side. . . . Other generations 

will soon follow us, and it is my 

hope that this monument may … 

keep alive the names on the muster 

roll of Sutton, enable me to pay this 

tribute of love and affection to the 

people of my native town, and also 

enable me to repay in part that debt 

of gratitude which we all owe to the 

noble men, dead and alive, who 

made these sacrifices that we may 

continue to enjoy the benefits and 

blessing of our dearly beloved coun-

try. 

"Let those who are to come after us 

emulate the bravery of of these sol-

diers of the republic. Let them nev-

er forget their heroism, their patri-

otism, and their sacrifice." 

Sutton’s Civil War Monument Dedication 1891 
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Jack Noon is a longtime Sutton resident, 
local historian, and author of several 
books on New Hampshire history. He 
serves as the Sutton Historical Society’s 
archivist and brings deep knowledge and 
curiosity to all things Sutton.  

SHS NEEDS YOU! It takes a village to 

maintain many villages! SHS operates 

only because people like you become 

involved.  Contact us today at 

suttonnhhistory@gmail.com 

Why a statue in  

South Sutton? 

In 1891, former Concord and Min-

neapolis mayor George Pillsbury 

returned to his hometown to dedi-

cate a Civil War monument honor-

ing Sutton’s soldiers. Standing near 

the spot where he was born and 

schooled—and where he met his 

future wife—Pillsbury called it a gift 

to "those who shall come after us."  

“Let those who are to come after 

us emulate the bravery of these 

soldiers... Never forget their hero-

ism, their patriotism, and their 

sacrifice.” 

—George Pillsbury, September 1, 

1891 

mailto:suttonnhhistory@gmail.com


 

 

 

By Bob Wright 

On February 20, Jack Noon gave a 

riveting talk at New London’s Tracy 

Memorial Library about his new 

book, The Tornado of 1821. The 

book tells the dramatic story of a 

powerful tornado that tore across 

New Hampshire in just one hour, 

from the Connecticut River to the 

Merrimack, passing directly over 

Lake Sunapee and Mount 

Kearsarge. 

According to the book jacket, the 

tornado struck on a Sunday after-

noon in September 1821 as part of 

a massive 300-mile front of severe 

thunderstorms stretching from 

Canada to New York City. It fol-

lowed a dozen years of strange and 

ominous phenomena: a comet, 

strong earthquakes, deadly out-

breaks of spotted fever, severe 

winters, and the infamous “year 

without a summer.” Just a week 

before the tornado, an eclipse was 

followed by a hurricane that nar-

rowly missed New Hampshire. 

One eyewitness account in the 

book, written by 13-year-old 

Erastus Wadleigh, captures the 

moment vividly: 

"Standing on the front of my fa-

ther's house…the day being Sun-

day, about five o’clock P.M., we 

observed black clouds rising rapid-

ly…accompanied with continuous 

lightning and roaring…" 

He goes on to describe the destruc-

tion in Sutton: forests flattened, 

homes and barns ripped apart, and 

entire landscapes changed. At El-

der Elijah Watson’s home, a quick-

The Tornado of 1821 
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thinking young man slammed 

shut a wide-open door, saving 

the house and those inside, 

while nearby buildings were 

demolished. 

The tornado’s path cut across 

roughly 10,000 acres in Sutton, 

from the northwest corner to 

the Warner line in the south-

east—six miles of devastation, 

all in under an hour. 

Jack Noon’s meticulous re-

search and storytelling bring 

this dramatic episode of local 

history to life. The book is a 

fascinating read, especially for 

those with ties to Sutton’s early 

families. Copies are available 

at BookEnds in Warner. 

As a final note, Noon includes a 

delightful quote from Charles 

Dickens’ 1880s visit to the re-

gion: 

"I have heard that there are 

lakes so handsome that people 

go from all parts to look at 

them; well, I guess there ain’t 

none handsomer than Lake 

Sunapee." 

In Their Own Words: Sutton’s Lasting Impact 
As part of their application for the 

Sutton Historical Society’s 2025 

scholarships, each recipient re-

flected on how growing up in Sut-

ton shaped them. Here are four 

glimpses into their stories, offer-

ing heartfelt snapshots of how 

this small town leaves a big im-

print: 

Kira Gauntt recalls Sutton as 

“no more than a snow globe” in 

her early years—but now sees the 

magic within its quiet beauty. 

“Whenever someone mentions 

their hometown being small, I get 

a little competitive,” she writes, 

proudly listing Sutton’s lack of 

stoplights and its strong community 

ties. “There’s beauty in the size of 

Sutton, and the close-knit communi-

ty it holds.” 

Calvin Smith shares how walking 

Kezar Lake with friends—both old 

and new—helped him connect and 

reconnect over time. “Kezar Lake 

has always been a place for social 

interaction, fostering me to reach 

out and connect with others.” 

Sophia Lick treasures the chance 

to help count votes at Town Hall, 

thanks to her father being Sutton’s 

moderator. “Doing the work that has 

to be done and learning how much 

work goes into making the world 

run smoothly was absolutely 

foundational for me to see in 

action.” 

Samuel Morrill credits his love 

of civil engineering and architec-

ture to a childhood of fort-

building and bike trail-making 

in Sutton’s woods. “One of my 

favorite feelings is when I am 

able to see something I have 

imagined in my head become 

tangible in the real world.” 

Each story is a testament to the 

spirit of Sutton—where the roots 

run deep, and the lessons last a 

lifetime. 



 

 

A Picture-Perfect Year with SHS  
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Community Variety 
Show, Cookie Walk, Old 
Home Day, Spooky Hal-
loween Beastly Bash, 
Christmas Pageant, New 
England Stone Walls 
Program … plus Annual 
Meeting, Fourth of July 
and much more! 

Thanking Richard Thibodeau for broth-
er-in-law Carlton Bradford’s generous 
bequest 
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